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Thank you for attending the eighth biennial Building the 

Foundation: Dairy and Veal Healthy Calf Conference. We 

know there are many industry events throughout the year 

and we appreciate that the Healthy Calf Conference is on 

your “must-see” list. It is always encouraging to see how 

many people place a high importance on raising calves 

well. Understanding that calves are the future herd is key 

to success on the most profitable farms.  

Just like on your farm, calf care is a core priority at Veal 

Farmers of Ontario (VFO). Ensuring that all calves are well

-managed creates profitable and productive dairy and 

veal industries. VFO has spent many years advancing calf 

research and promoting calf care. 

As your calf care partners, VFO has contributed extensive 

resources into the development of calf care materials to 

improve the health and welfare of all calves in Ontario.  

VFO strongly supports and invests in calf research to 

develop practical, on-farm protocols for producers. Your 

license fees help to make events like this and the work 

VFO does possible.  

As a member of VFO, you are able to take advantage of 

calf specific information through regular communications 

from VFO, including our quarterly magazine and resource 

mailings.  In addition, we are a regular contributor to the 

Milk Producer with monthly calf care articles. 

Some of our 2019 calf care initiatives: 

 Calf Care Corner e-blasts will be moving to monthly  

 New quarterly magazine 

 New calf specific projects focusing on the health and 

welfare of all dairy calves 

 Research dedicated to improving calf health 

 

VFO truly is your calf care partner! Over the past year, we 

have been more visible to our members by attending 

industry events and an increased social media presence.   

We recognize the important role dairy producers play in 

the veal industry. When dairy producers sell healthy, 

strong bull calves, the veal industry thrives. Many dairy 

farmers are also seeing the benefit of raising their own 

bull calves for veal to diversify farm profit. For these 

reasons, VFO works with both dairy and veal producers, 

as strengthening this relationship is beneficial to us all.  

We encourage you to provide feedback to VFO. Let us 

know if there are specific topics you would like additional 

information on, whether you find our resources helpful, 

and if you would recommend any changes. We work for 

you, our members. If you are not receiving regular 

communications from VFO, contact the office to ensure 

we have up to date contact information. 

Whether you are raising calves for the dairy or veal 

industry, focusing on healthy calves is vital. All calves 

should be treated equally, regardless of their sex.   

Lastly, I want to thank our sponsors. Without their 

support, this premier calf event would not be possible. To 

our attendees, some of you may be attending for the 

eighth time and for some the first, we thank you for your 

support and hope you all return in 2020!  

 

 Sincerely,  

 

 

Tom Kroesbergen, 

Chair  

A message from the Chair 





We’ve got the latest calf news 



Connect with us! 





Thank you to our sponsors  Thank you to our sponsors  





8:30 am  Registration and Tradeshow Open 

 

9:30 am  Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 

9:45 am  The art of calf nutrition 

   Dr. Michael Ballou, Texas Tech University  

 

10:45 am  Group housing of calves: why, when, and how? 
   Dr. Trevor DeVries, University of Guelph 

 
11:30 am  LUNCH AND TRADESHOW 

 

1:00 pm   How your veterinarian can help you reach your calf goals 

   Dr. Dave Renaud, University of Guelph 

 

1:45 pm   Aiming for zero mortality — a calf care panel 
   Aaron Keunen, Mapleview Agri. Ltd. 

   Laura Schuurman, Joe Loewith & Sons Ltd. 

   Jayne Dietrich, Character Dairy Genetics  
    

3:15 pm  Wrap up and Adjourn  

DRAFT AGENDA 





Dr. Michael Ballou 

What if reducing the risk of respiratory disease and scours in your calves was as easy as 
feeding them the right diet? It can be! Dr. Ballou shares the secrets to feeding calves to 
prevent these common calfhood diseases by developing calf immunity through nutrition.  

Michael Ballou is an Associate Dean for Research and a Professor of Nutritional 
Immunology in the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources at Texas Tech 
University. He completed a Bachelor’s degree in Animal Science from the University of 
California, Davis in 2002. Michael remained at UC Davis and completed a Ph.D. in 
Nutritional Biology with an emphasis in Immunology in 2007. Michael’s research is 
primarily focused on how nutrition and management influence the health and 
performance of dairy calves, heifers, and periparturient cows. He has authored or co-
authored over 60 peer-reviewed articles, one book chapter, and 120 scientific meeting 
abstracts. Michael has received research support from private foundations, industry, the 
USDA, and the US State Department. 





















Dr. Trevor DeVries 

Ready to make the transition to group-housed calves? Already grouping your calves but 
seeing some health or behaviour problems? Group housing calves isn’t as simple as 
putting all your calves into one pen. Dr. DeVries shares top tips on grouping calves, why 
grouping calves can be beneficial, when calves should be grouped, and how to introduce 
calves to groups. 

Dr. Trevor DeVries is a Canada Research Chair in Dairy Cattle Behavior and Welfare and 
Professor in the Department of Animal Biosciences at the University of Guelph. Trevor 
received his B.Sc. in Agriculture from The University of British Columbia (UBC) in 2001. 
Immediately following he began graduate studies at UBC, where he received his Ph.D. in 
2006. Following that, he spent one year as a post-doctoral fellow with Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada. In 2007, he was appointed as faculty with the University of Guelph in 
the Department of Animal Biosciences. In this position, Trevor leads a highly productive 
research program focused on dairy cattle nutrition, management, behavior, and welfare. 















Dr. Dave Renaud 

Are calves included in your regular herd health visits, or are they overshadowed by 
milking herd health concerns? By ensuring your veterinarian includes calves in the herd 
health visit, you are able to ensure the future of your herd will be as profitable as 
possible. Calves who receive the highest quality care will provide a high return on 
investment once they enter the milking herd. Your veterinarian is an extra set of eyes in 
the calf barn and can be key to overcoming common calf health challenges. Calfhood 
disease is common, but it shouldn’t be normal! Working closely with your veterinarian 
can help calves avoid the common roadblocks to success. 

Dr. Dave Renaud is an Assistant Professor at the University of Guelph and a Consultant 
with ACER Consulting. His research focus is on identifying factors associated with calf 
health, specifically in the veal sector. Dr. Renaud developed an interest in the health and 
welfare of dairy calves during his time working with a large veal operation and through 
the development of the “Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Veal Cattle”. He is 
also a practicing veterinarian who focuses on preventative medicine to improve the 
health and welfare of dairy cows and calves. 













Calf Care Panel 

The old saying, “Where you have livestock, you have deadstock”, can seem especially 
true among unweaned calves. What if it was possible to not only reduce your mortality 
rate, but have zero mortality in your calf barn? These progressive calf managers are 
examples that you can have extremely low, or even zero mortality in your calf herd. They 
will share the tips and tricks they use to help their calves thrive.  



Aaron Keunen 

Aaron is a graduate of Ridgetown College, University of Guelph. As a part owner, he 
works with Mapleview Agri Ltd. in Palmerston, Ontario. Mapleview Agri Ltd. is a family 
owned business specializing in the manufacturing of milk replacer. He started with 
Mapleview Agri Ltd. in 2013 as their Cattle Division Manager, where he manages 18 
contract cattle feeders in Southwestern Ontario. This includes cattle procurement, 
marketing, and protocol implementation. Since then, his role has evolved to include 
Research Coordinator, as well as Sales Support in Western Canada. In 2016, Mapleview 
Agri Ltd. built a research facility that houses 320 calves and completes milk replacer and 
feed additive trials. As Research Coordinator, he connects with industry partners and 
academic institutions to arrange and conduct research projects. Aaron believes 
implementing calf protocols validated through research is an important pillar in reducing 
calf mortality on any operation. 











Laura Schuurman 

Laura grew up on a dairy farm in central Alberta where her parents and brother continue 
dairy farming today.  She moved to Ontario to attend the University of Guelph. After 
obtaining a degree in biology in 2006, she began working as a herdsperson for Joe 
Loewith & Sons Ltd.  At that point they were milking around 250 cows.  Since then, the 
herd has expanded to approximately 450 milking. Laura’s responsibilities have diversified 
within the herd, but she remains the primary calf manager. By working with the 
progressive owners at Joe Loewith & Sons Ltd., Laura has been able to implement a calf 
program that has reduced calf mortality to nearly zero. 











Jayne Dietrich 

Jayne is a graduate of Centralia College, where she was a class 9 participant of Advanced 
Agricultural Leadership. She is an alumni of Outstanding Young Farmers (representing 
Ontario), and past president of Bruce County Federation of Agriculture. Jayne, along with 
her husband Ralph, son Greg, and son-in-law Andrew Bennett, own Character Dairy 
Genetics in Mildmay, ON. They are responsible for the birth of 80-100 calves per month 
and raise up to 350 bottle-fed calves at a time in Wisconson-style barns. Like the title of 
this panel, “Aiming for zero mortality” is certainly a goal of their operation. 










