
BUYING MALE DAIRY CALVES
What makes a good calf for veal production?

When buying male dairy calves for grain-fed veal production there are a few key areas to pay close attention 
to. A muzzle to tail examination (even visually) at the time of purchase will make the difference of well-finished 
marketed veal.

IS THE CALF A HOLSTEIN?

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.CALFCARE.CA
@OntarioVeal @CalfCareCorner @CalfCareCorner

Muzzle
Clean and dry

Eyes
Clean and bright

Ears
Up and alert

Skin
Elastic

Hair
Smooth and shiny Breathing

Slow and even

Back end
Clean and dry

Square and blocky

Flank
Full (not sunken)

Legs
Standing and 

walking solid on 
all four

Navel
Dry and healed

If the calf does not meet these criteria, then consider the price you are willing to pay. It is estimated that an 
infected navel can cost around $40 in losses.


